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Minutes of the Meeting of the FULL COUNCIL of the BOROUGH OF EPSOM AND

EWELL held at the Council Chamber, Epsom Town Hall on 21 July 2026

PRESENT:

The Mayor (Councillor Lucie Mcintyre (Chair)); The Deputy Mayor (Councillor
Julie Morris (Vice-Chair)); Councillors Chris Ames (Items 15 - 24 only), Steve Bridger,
Kate Chinn (Items 15 - 24 only), Christine Cleveland, Alex Coley (Items 15 - 24 and
26 - 27 only), Neil Dallen, Hannah Dalton, Julian Freeman (Items 15 - 24 only),
Liz Frost, Bernice Froud, Tony Froud, Rob Geleit (tems 15 - 24 only),
Christine Howells (Items 15 - 24 only), Alison Kelly, Rachel King, James Lawrence
(Items 15 - 24 and 26 - 27 only), Robert Leach, Jan Mason, Steven McCormick (Items
15 - 24 and 27 only), Bernie Muir (Items 15 - 24 only), Phil Neale, Peter O'Donovan,
Kieran Persand (ltems 15 - 24 only), Chris Watson, Alan Williamson and
Clive Woodbridge

Absent:

Councillor Arthur Abdulin, Councillor John Beckett, Councillor Shanice Goldman,
Councillor Graham Jones, Councillor Humphrey Reynolds, Councillor Kim Spickett
and Councillor Darren Talbot

The Meeting was preceded by prayers led by the Mayor’s Chaplain.

15 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Licensing Act 2003 Statement of Policy

Councillor Kieran Persand, Other Interest: Councillor Kieran Persand declared
that his day job involved consultations with a gambling company. Councillor
Persand expressed that he came to the meeting with an open and unbiased
mind.

Gambling Act 2005 Statement of Principles

Councillor Kieran Persand, Other Interest: Councillor Kieran Persand declared
that his day job involved consultations with a gambling company. Councillor
Persand expressed that he came to the meeting with an open and unbiased
mind.

EEBC Strategic Priority - Hook Road Arena

Councillor Bernice Froud, Other Interest: Councillor Bernice Froud declared that
she had attended the Football Club some time ago and had hospitality there and
expressed that she came to this meeting with an open mind.
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EEBC Strategic Priority - Hook Road Arena

Councillor Neil Dallen MBE, Other Interest: Councillor Neil Dallen declared an
interest and trustee of Epsom Fireworks Display which uses the arena.
Councillor Dallen also declared that he had met on several occasions with
Epsom Football and Netball Clubs officers regarding their plans for Hook Road
Arena and had listened to their case and tried to make sure that they understood
the processes required. Councillor Dallen stated that he had never expressed a
view for or against and was confident that he had an unbiased and open mind.

EEBC Strategic Priority - Hook Road Arena

Councillor Peter O'Donovan, Other Interest: Councillor Peter O'Donovan
declared that he is a volunteer at Epsom Football Club on weekends of home
matches and some away games and that he was on the committee of the Club
for a period of time but was now not on the committee. Councillor O'Donovan
expressed he had an open mind.

EEBC Strategic Priority - Hook Road Arena

Councillor Steven McCormick, Other Interest: Councillor Steven McCormick
declared that he had some engagement and involvement with the parties and
expressed that he came to the meeting with a clear and open mind.

EEBC Strategic Priority - Hook Road Arena

Councillor Tony Froud, Other Interest: Councillor Tony Froud declared that he
had attended Epsom Football Club a couple of years ago and had met some of
the committee members but expressed that he did not feel it would affect his
decision.

POINT OF PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Councillor Alex Coley informed the Council that he had been asked by the Chief
Executive to make a statement following comments that were made at the Audit
and Scrutiny Committee during the previous week.

Councillor Coley spoke to give a statement, following which the Mayor invited the
Chief Executive to speak. The Chief Executive spoke in response to Councillor
Coley’s statement.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 26 May 2026 were agreed as
a true record and the Mayor was authorised to sign them.

MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS/BUSINESS

The Mayor made a number of announcements relating to noteworthy recent and
upcoming events.
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QUESTIONS

One question had been addressed to the Chair of the Environment Committee,
to which a written answer had been provided and published. A supplementary
guestion was asked, to which the Chair of the Environment Committee
responded.

LEADER AND CHAIRS' STATEMENTS
The Council received written statements from the Chair of the Environment Committee
and Chair of the Standards and Constitution Committee.

Five questions were asked relating to the statements and responded to by the relevant
Committee Chair or Vice Chair. One question was asked by a Councillor to which a
response had previously been given by the Chair of the Standards and Constitution
Committee. Democratic Services would email the response previously given by the
Chair of the Committee to the Councillor.

LICENSING ACT 2003 STATEMENT OF POLICY

Council received a report presenting the revised Statement of Policy made under
the Licensing Act 2003.

Councillor Peter O’'Donovan MOVED the recommendation in the report.
Following consideration, it was resolved with 25 votes for, 1 abstention and the Mayor
not voting to:

(1) Adopt the revised Statement of Policy attached at Appendix 1 to the
report in accordance with the decision of the of the Licensing and
Planning Policy Committee on 10 March 2026.

GAMBLING ACT 2005 STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES

Council received a report presenting the revised Statement of Principles made
under the Gambling Act 2005.

Councillor Peter O'Donovan MOVED the recommendation in the report.

Following consideration, it was resolved with 24 votes for, 2 abstentions and the
Mayor not voting to:

(1) Adopt the revised Statement of Principles attached at Appendix 1 to
the report in accordance with the decision of the of the Licensing
and Planning Policy Committee on 10 March 2026.

POINT OF ORDER

With reference to FCR 2.2.x of the Constitution, Councillor James Lawrence
raised a point of order to notify the Council that a recommendation from the Audit
and Scrutiny Committee’s meeting on 19 March 2026 relating to the Annual
Report of the Committee for 2025-26 was not included in the agenda. In
response, the Mayor informed the Council that the recommendation had been

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council



Meeting of the Council, 21 July 2026 15

24

25

26

omitted from the agenda in error and that it would be included on the agenda for
the December meeting.

CORPORATE PEER CHALLENGE: ACTION PLAN CLOSURE REPORT

The Council received a report providing a final update on the Council’s Corporate
Peer Challenge (CPC) Action Plan.

Councillor Neil Dallen MOVED and Councillor Hannah Dalton SECONDED the
motion.

Following consideration, it was resolved with 15 votes for, 9 votes against and 3
abstentions to:

(1) Note the final update on the Corporate Peer Challenge Action Plan.

EEBC STRATEGIC PRIORITY - HOOK ROAD ARENA

Council received a report requesting it to approve Hook Road Arena as a
Strategic Priority.

Councillor Neil Dallen MOVED and Councillor Hannah Dalton SECONDED the
motion.

Following consideration, it was unanimously resolved to:

(1) Approve the addition of Hook Road Arena as an EEBC Strategic
Priority.

(2) Note the progress update outlined in the report.

(3) Note that any future decision following the outcome of the feasibility
work will be subject to complying with the S24 direction.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION - CHARTER TRUSTEES

Council received a report proposing that it takes steps to ensure that the Civic
responsibilities of the Council are preserved so that the ceremonial office of
Mayor of Epsom and Ewell can continue beyond vesting day in April 2027.

Councillor Neil Dallen MOVED and Councillor Hannah Dalton SECONDED the
motion.

Councillor Alex Coley MOVED and Councillors James Lawrence SECONDED a
closure motion under FCR 18.2.i to remit the matter to the Strategy and
Resources Committee for consideration.

The closure motion was LOST, there being 4 votes for and 16 votes against and
the Mayor not voting.
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Following consideration of the substantive motion, it was resolved with 16 votes
for, 3 votes against, 1 abstention and the Mayor not voting to:

(1) Request that the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government establish Charter Trustees for Epsom and Ewell by way
of legislation;

(2) Recommend that East Surrey Council consider the request of this
Council and support the establishment of Charter Trustees for Epsom
and Ewell.

CURRENT GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS - EPSOM AND WALTON
DOWNS CONSERVATORS

Council received a report seeking the Council's approval of recommendations
proposed by the Epsom and Walton Downs Conservators before they are
submitted to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government
(MHCLG) for consideration as part of the legislative changes associated with
Local Government Reorganisation.

Following consideration, it was unanimously resolved to:

(1) Approve and adopt the recommendations identified by the
Conservators.

(2) Authorise the Chief Executive in their capacity as Clerk to the
Conservators to submit any adopted proposals, following
consideration and receiving approval of a majority of East Surrey
Council shadow councillors representing Epsom and Ewell wards, to
MHCLG for consideration as part of the Local Government
Reorganisation legislative review process.

The meeting began at 8.34 pm and ended at 10.20 pm

COUNCILLOR LUCIE MCINTYRE (CHAIR)
MAYOR
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